
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” -Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

Dear Families, Friends, and Donors, 

 

 Greetings from the 2018 Magadan Mission Team! We want to inform you of  the recent 

developments concerning my upcoming mission this summer. 

 As we’ve explained in earlier letters and promotional materials, Fr. Michael Shields is the 

missionary priest who we assist while in Magadan.  We stay at his parish and assist him in 

serving his parish and community.  He acts as a father for us missionaries through his spiritual 

guidance, support, and protection.  He is deeply connected with the mission.  However, Fr. 

Michael has been asked by his bishop to take a sabbatical year for health reasons.  This is 

heartbreaking for him, but he knows that, if he wishes to continue to serve in Magadan for the 

years to come, he must take care of his health.  Because of how vital Fr. Michael is to the 

Magadan Mission, his absence causes concern for our plans this summer.  

Among the various reasons why it would not be prudent for us to serve in Magadan 

without Fr. Michael, the most significant is our safety.  Serving in Russia for twenty-three years, 

Fr. Michael is very experienced in how to work with the Russian bureaucratic system as an 

American.  No one else in Magadan would be able to do this for us, either because they do not 

speak English or they have not lived in Magadan longer than a year.  Without him there the 

mission will not be as safe nor effective.  The policy of Magadan Mission has always been that, 

if the situation in Russia ever became unsafe, we would not go.  This would be the case without 

Fr. Michael’s presence.  Because of this, the Magadan Mission will be unable to serve in 

Magadan during the summer of 2018.  

 Although this news has been very hard to deal with, our team has a lot of hope because 

the Lord is showing that this is His plan for us.  Although going to Magadan is out of the 

question, Fr. Michael has proposed that we spend the summer in his home archdiocese of 

Anchorage, Alaska.  The bishop of Anchorage is also on board with this idea.  At first, this may 

be startling because it seems like a complete change from our previous plans.  However, even in 

going to Anchorage instead of Magadan, the heart of this mission has not changed. 



 What is the heart of Magadan Mission?  It is assisting Fr. Michael to serve the 

community of Magadan through joyful witness and friendship evangelization.  From the very 

beginning, the Magadan Mission has sought to serve Father and those to whom he ministers.  In 

years past, this has meant serving in Magadan, since this was where Fr. Michael was.  Although 

Father will not be there this year, the mission will still minister to him and the community of 

Magadan.  In addition, we will serve the archdiocese which supports Father’s work in Magadan.  

This will be done in three substantial ways: 

First, in Anchorage we will be ministering to Fr. Michael in this time of extraordinary 

sorrow.  He has not left his parish for this long in twenty-three years.  His parish is his family.  

He said that his heart “bleeds” because he will not be with his parishioners.  Along with the 

parish, another group which is very close to Fr. Michael’s heart is us young people who spend 

the summer with him in Magadan.  He absolutely loves when we are with him, and he says that 

our presence deeply affects him.  In praying about how to proceed with the summer mission, we 

are reminded that this mission’s goal is to serve this missionary priest in whatever way we can.  

This year that will entail simply bringing him hope and joy through our presence during this 

difficult time of transition.   

In addition to supporting Fr. Michael, we will serve his archdiocese.  For years the 

Anchorage Archdiocese has been spiritually and financially supporting Fr. Michael’s work in 

Magadan.  Now we have an opportunity to give back to them.  One of the ways we will do this is 

by ministering to the young people of the archdiocese, who are the future of the Church.  There 

is a large population of young people in Alaska, many of whom have gone there to find 

themselves in the beauty of the Alaskan wilderness.  Through our friendship we will witness to 

them the beauty of the Gospel and the adventure of a life with Christ.  Some of this relational 

ministry will include hiking, kayaking, and other outdoor activities.  Along with this, we will 

serve the archdiocese in many other ways, including: 

● Welcoming fallen away Catholics back home 

● Leading retreats in parishes 

● Door-to-door evangelization 

● Assisting at the Alaska Catholic Youth Conference (ACYC) 

● Praying in front of the local abortion clinic  

● Volunteering at the local food pantries and homeless shelters 



By ministering to those in the Anchorage Archdiocese, we will share with them the love 

and joy of Christ, just like the missionaries have done in past years in Russia.  We will serve the 

archdiocese which has been supporting Fr. Michael’s work in Russia for so many years.  

 Through serving in Anchorage, we will also be assisting Magadan.  This is because the 

Anchorage Archdiocese founded and supports the mission work in Magadan.  It gave them a 

priest, Fr. Michael, and continues to support Magadan through its donations and prayers.  By 

serving in Anchorage, we will bring a greater awareness to the work Fr. Michael does in 

Magadan.  From this awareness will flow a greater support for the mission, both through 

monetary donations and intercessory prayer.  In addition to this, we hope to inspire future 

missionaries from Anchorage to help Fr. Michael during future summers.  Thus, along with 

assisting financially and spiritually, the Anchorage Archdiocese will also help supply “boots on 

the ground” in Magadan during the summer missions.  In this way our service in Anchorage will 

help those in Magadan. 

Doing all of these things will keep Magadan Mission, Fr. Michael’s mission, alive and 

well, and in the heart of what this mission has always been.  It is for this reason, we are calling 

the mission this summer “Magadan Mission in Anchorage.” 

 Thank you for your continued prayers and support for us as we make this time of 

transition from “Magadan Mission in Russia,” to “Magadan Mission in Anchorage.”  We trust 

that this is our Lord’s mission, and he will make clear what steps we need to take to serve him 

this summer with Fr. Michael.  We will be updating everyone with more information as it is 

given to me.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact us through a team member or 

through our website www.themagadanmission.com  We would love to speak to you about any 

concerns or questions you may have concerning this transition.   

 Please know that you will continue to be in our prayers and that we are extremely grateful 

for the support you have given us thus far. 

 

In the Hearts of Jesus and Mary,    

 

2018 Magadan Mission Team 

	


