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30 November 2017 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

It gives me great pleasure to write a letter in support of the missionary efforts of Ms. Melody Doudna. Just over a year ago, 

Melody approached the Diocese of Fairbanks with a desire to serve the Church in northern Alaska in some capacity after her 

graduation from Franciscan University of Steubenville. As a life-long Catholic and Alaskan she saw the need for lay men and 

women to come forward to assist in evangelization and catechesis in our vast diocese. She recognized that with the limited 

number of priests (currently 17) to serve 46 parishes in a land area twice the size of Texas, it was imperative for the laity, 

especially young adults passionate for their faith, to supplement the ministry of our dedicated priests and religious in order to 

build up communities of faith centered on the Eucharist. 

 

In the past several months, Melody has been in dialogue with Father Robert Fath, our director of the Office of Faith and Family 

Formation, to discern what this missionary activity might look like. They are developing a model in which young adults, like 

Melody, would live in community in the Fairbanks area and assist with catechetical formation, youth and young adult ministry 

and sacramental preparation in the local parishes and, as time and finances permit, to fly out to rural locations throughout 

northern Alaska to facilitate various catechetical activities. Since many of the interested young people are or will be recent 

college graduates they would plan to find employment with local non-profit groups to pay off school loans and supplement 

their cost of living. 

 

The challenge that we face with Melody’s proposal is one of financial limitations; this is where your support and generosity is 

necessary. The Diocese of Fairbanks is the last international mission diocese in the United States. Unlike other dioceses 

throughout the country, we depend heavily on the financial support and generosity of those outside Alaska to support us in the 

most basic aspects of our missionary activities. A majority of our parishes are not self-supporting and due to the great distances 

that must be traveled, transportation is very expensive. This makes it difficult for us to financially assist Melody and other 

potential missionaries who have a desire to evangelize in northern Alaska with the daily living expenses. Your financial 

support would give them the ability to assist our missionary priests and religious in their ministry in the last frontier. 

 

For our part, the diocese will work diligently to find funding streams that would give these young adult missionaries the ability 

to travel outside the urban areas of Fairbanks to our more isolated Catholic communities. We see them helping to train lay 

catechists, assisting with sacramental preparation, offering continuing faith formation for all ages and much more. We foresee 

great potential in having the witness of young adult Catholics, on fire for their faith, traveling out to our village communities to 

help spread their love and enthusiasm for Christ and His Church. 

 

I am excited that a “home-grown” young adult has taken the initiative to approach our diocese to assist us in our missionary 

activities. I have a great desire to see her succeed. Your financial support and prayers will make that a reality. If you have any 

questions regarding Melody’s proposal feel free to reach out to her or to contact our director of Faith and Family Formation,  

Fr. Robert Fath; he is Melody’s contact with our diocesan offices. He can be reached at 907-374-9511 or via email at 

family@cbna.org. 

Thank you for your consideration of Melody’s request! 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 
†Most Reverend Chad W. Zielinski 

Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska 

Diocese of Fairbanks 
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